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Erik Buell Racing ð American Racing Sportbikes  
As detailed in the Winter 2009/2010 issue of American Thunder, from the ashes of the Buell Motorcycle Company 
rose a new company ï Erik Buell Racing. After just a few short months Erik Buell and his small team have redes-
igned their web site and fully established the new company as a going concern. Their new web site contains full  
details of the 1125R DSB, 1125RR ASB and 1190RR race machines and a web shop where various Buell race com-
ponents can be ordered on-line.  
 
The new web site address is www.ebracing.com With the kind permission of Erik Buell weôve reproduced some of 
the information from his new web site on pages 25 to 28.   

ðððððððððððððððð 
This issue contains a major feature 
on the Buell Thunderbolt series of 
motorcycles. 
 
Although not a very popular model 
on this side of the Atlantic, the S2/S3 
Thunderbolts do have a small and 
dedicated following. See pages 6 to 
19 for a full appraisal of this model. 
ðððððððððððððððð 
Also in this issue is a preview of our 
2010 events calendar.  
 
One of UKBEGôs main strengths has 
always been the number of Buell 
events it organises ï see pages 20 
to 24 for details.  

Erik Buell Racing 1190RR  
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UKBEG Emma Radford Memorial   

          Papworth Hospital 

                      NHS Foundation Trust 
NHS 

Since April 2004 UKBEG has raised approximately 
£13,000 for the Papworth Hospital Cystic Fibrosis Unit.  
 
This money was raised in memory of Emma Jane  
Radford, a UKBEG member who passed away on the 
22nd April 2004, aged just 26. 
 
The majority of these funds have come from our annual 
Buell Challenge and a proportion of the admission 
charge at our annual main event, the UKBEG Emma 
Radford Buell Festival, which is held at the Lincolnshire 
Aviation Heritage Centre, East Kirkby, near Spilsby.  
 
Additional funds have been raised from the sale of 
items kindly donated by both Buell UK and Buell USA.  
 
Pictured right is Barney, Emmaôs Buell which is now owned by her sister Sarah, at  
the 2008 event in East Kirkby. Barney is always parked out in front of the main Buell  
motorcycle line-up. 
 
We did have a donation page in Emmaôs memory on the Papworth Hospital fundraising 
web site but this service will be withdrawn on the 19th March 2010. At the time of writing 
we donôt know what is going to replace it. The total on this page as of 12-03-10 was 
£9,532.40. 
 
Papworth Hospital is registered charity number 1049224. 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Last Buell Goes To Barber Motorsports Museum, Alabama, USA  
 

The very last Buell, a 2010 model XB12Scg Lightning, rolled off the assembly line at the Buell plant in East Troy, 
Wisconsin on the 30th October 2009. 
 
It has been announced that this machine, 
along with 11 others which represent Buellôs 
history, are to be donated to the Barber  
Motorsports Museum in Alabama, USA.  
 
The other bikes are a 1996 S3T Thunderbolt, 
a 1999 X1 Lightning, several clay model  
prototype mock-ups and a pair of modified 
motorcycles used by UK stunt rider Craig 
Jones and American stunt rider Bubba  
Blackwell. 
 
ñWeôre very pleased to be able to add to  
the Barber Museumôs already extensive  
collection of Buell motorcycles, and hope that 
the many motorcycle enthusiasts who visit 
the museum will enjoy seeing these  
motorcycles along with the rest in their fine 
collection,ò said Jon Flickinger, President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Buell Motorcycle 
Company. 
 
The Buell Motorcycle Company produced 136,923 motorcycles during its 26 year history.      

Papworth Hospital Charity  
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Liquidation Sale Of The Buell  

Motorcycle Company   
 
Thereôs no going back now ï the final insult to all die-hard  
Buell enthusiasts. The sad sight of the Buell factoryôs contents 
being sold off at rock bottom prices. 
 
Harley-Davidson instructed American liquidation experts Liquid 
Asset Partners to sell off the closed-down Buell factoryôs tools, 
machinery and equipment. The liquidation sale began on 
Thursday 28th January and ran for 30 days. Everything would 
be sold regardless of cost or loss. 
 
The sale at the Buell factory was open to the general public 
and absolutely everything was up for grabs, including the com-
panyôs vehicles, mechanicsô tools, factory machinery (CNC ma-
chines, hydraulic presses, assembly lines), a full range 
office equipment (computers, desks, projectors), and ware-
house equipment, including racking, trolleys and more.  

 
And the saddest sight of 
all ï even the pictures 
from the office walls were 
for sale.  
 
Pictured left, this is the 
poster produced to com-
memorate the Buell 20th 
Anniversary in 2003. It is 
signed by all the main 
players at Buell, including 
Henry Duga and Erik 
Buell.  
 
Jane and I remember  
seeing this unique signed 
poster during our visit to 
East Troy in July 2008 for 

the Buell 25th Anniversary. We canôt believe it was left behind 
to be picked over by the vultures. 
 

The Future For Erik Buell  
 
Following the closure the Buell Motorcycle 
Company, Erik Buell formed a new company, 
Erik Buell Racing. 
 
The new company will support existing Buell 
motorcycles based on the 1125R platform and 
build new racing models. Itôs an independent 
operation with a one year licence from Harley-
Davidson and does not allow the production  
of street bikes. 
 
Erik Buell Racing will employ up to ten workers 
(the former Buell factory employed approx. 
200) and is likely to use parts of the East Troy 
facility previously used by the Buell Motorcycle 
Company. 


